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Housing Resources of Western Colorado 
Selects New Executive Director  

 
     GRAND JUNCTION, Colo. (September 20, 2021) – Housing Resources of Western Colorado (HRWC) 
would like to announce the selection of Emilee Powell as its new Executive Director.  
 
Emilee has worked in the affordable housing and community development field for more than 20 
years.  Prior to joining Housing Resources of Western Colorado, Emilee worked on the National 
Initiatives team at NeighborWorks America, supporting Community Development Financial Institutions 
to build their organizational capacity.  Emilee has also served in leadership positions for two other local 
affordable housing organizations, Homewise and NeighborWorks Sacramento, in roles covering public 
policy, real estate development, community lending, organizational finance, operations, grant writing, 
and loan fund management.  Emilee has developed a focus on aligning complex financial resources to fit 
organizational and community needs. Prior to entering the non-profit world, Emilee worked in the 
California State Assembly with a focus on housing and local government issues.  Emilee is a graduate of 
University of California Davis and a former Jesse M. Unruh Assembly Fellow. 

“We are very pleased to announce this appointment, and are excited for a new chapter to begin,” said 
Board President, Mark Luff.   
 
The Board of Directors conducted an extensive national search for the position. As the Executive 
Director, Emilee will direct the staff of 37, oversee the six lines of business with a service territory of 
sixteen counties, and lead the three offices in Grand Junction, Montrose, and Durango. 
 
The Board of Directors and staff of HRWC are very excited to welcome Emilee and have her onboard. 
She brings a wealth of knowledge to the table not only to HRWC but to Western Colorado.  With the lack 
of housing and affordable housing at a crisis in Colorado and across the nation, Emilee’s experience and 
her work around housing policy is vital as HRWC moves forward as leader and collaborator in the 
affordable housing arena.   
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Emilee says, “I'm honored to be joining Housing Resources of Western Colorado, an organization with an 
impressive history of responding to the community’s changing needs.  Housing is the foundation for 
strong communities and thriving families, and I'm excited to be working with an exceptional team of 
people who share my passion for housing and community development.”  
 
About Housing Resources 
Housing Resources of Western Colorado (HRWC) is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization with a mission 
to provide housing and housing services that create stable, sustainable Western Colorado homes. HRWC 
builds stronger communities by providing attainable housing, energy efficiency, education, renovation 
programs, and community building and engagement to the residents of Western Colorado. HRWC’s 
primary business lines are: Property Management, Weatherization, Self-Help Build Housing, Housing 
Rehabilitation, Housing Counseling and Education, and Community Building and Engagement. HRWC has 
been a vital part of Western Colorado for 44 years. When you volunteer, donate, and support HRWC you 
are helping the families and individuals in your community. We all need a little help now and then. 
HRWC is also a chartered member of NeighborWorks America www.nw.org/network/index.asp.   
Learn more about HRWC at www.hrwco.org by calling their offices at (970) 241-2871. 
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